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n American Legion Committee Defends Unesco 
; In a document of unusual importance the American resentative of business, agricultural, civic, labor, religious, 
| Legion’s Special Committee on Covenant of Human cultural, educational and scientific groups.” 
J Rights and United Nations has presented to the National It is noted that House Resolution 215 adopted on May 
‘ Executive Committee of the Legion its report on an 22, 1945, recommending U. S. participation “in the crea- 
authorized investigation of charges against Unesco. tion of an international education and cultural organiza- 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or- tion by the nations of the world” was introduced by then 
. ganization (Unesco), Indianapolis, Ind.) It is on the Representative, now Senator, Karl E. Mundt. It was 
Ss agenda of the National Convention of the Legion, which unanimously adopted. The corresponding Senate Resolu- 
t will be held in Miami October 10-13. The report bears tion, No. 122, also unanimously adopted, was introduced 
- the date of May 5, 1955, when it was submitted to the by Senators Fulbright and Taft. Moreover, “on July 30, 
L, Executive Committee, but it was only recently published 1946, a joint resolution providing for membership in 
, and released to the press. A preliminary report was made Unesco, and authorizing an appropriation therefor, was 
- by the Special Committee a year earlier, and the 1954 approved by a vote of 264 to 41 in the House, and with- 
e Convention directed the Committee to continue its study out dissent in the Senate.” 
e of Unesco. . The chief functions of Unesco are: 
1 The Special Committee is composed of six persons, “1. To eliminate illiteracy and encourage fundamental 
y five of whom have held important posts in the Legion; education ; 
a the remaining member has the title of Past National “2. To obtain for each person an education conform- 
, President of the American Legion Auxiliary. The chair- ing to his aptitudes and to the needs of society, including 
n man of the Committee is Ray Murphy, Past National technological training and higher education ; 
f Commander of the American Legion (Iowa). “3. To promote through education respect for human 
r The report, it is explained, is the product of “eighteen rights throughout all nations ; 
months or more of exhaustive and sometimes exhausting “4. To overcome the obstacles to the free flow of 
‘ study.” The text bears testimony to the accuracy of that persons, ideas and knowledge between the countries of 
a characterization. Says the Committee: ‘The subject the world; ae ; 
’ matter of our research has been involved in furious “5. To promote the progress and utilization of science 
; controversy, making even more difficult a major and for mankind ; 
. perhaps thankless assignment, an assignment given to us “6. To study the causes of tensions that may lead to 
" a year and a half ago, an assignment we did not seek, but war_and to fight them through education ; 
1 a task we would not shirk; a task we have refused to “7. To demonstrate world cultural interdependence ; 
shirk despite pressures put upon us to abandon it.” ‘8. and motion 
ictures the cause of truth, freedom, and peace; 
“9. To bring about better among the 
7 Because so many otherwise well informed persons are peoples of the world and to convince them of the neces- 
: a bit vague about the United Nations Educational, Scien- sity of cooperating loyally with one another in the frame- 
d tific, and Cultural Organization (whose abbreviated name, work of the United Nations; 
n Unesco, has a rather unusual sound) it may be well to “10. To render clearing-house and exchange services 
. include in this summary some of the introductory de- in all its fields of action, together with services in recon- 
f scriptive material concerning the nature, structure, and struction and relief assistance.” 
e activities of the organization. The opening paragraph The General Conference, Unesco’s governing body, 
t reads: “consists of not more than five representatives of each 
d “Unesco is an autonomous specialized international member state, selected after consultation with National 
agency, affiliated with but not directly controlled by the Commissions. The General Conference determines the 
, United Nations or the United Nations Economic and policies and main lines of work of the organization, and 
. Social Council to which it is attached under the U.N. decides on programs drawn up by the Executive Board. 
‘ table of organization. Article 55 of the United Nations Membership in the United Nations carries the right but 
“ Charter states that U.N. members shall promote ‘interna- not the specific obligation to membership in Unesco.” 
5 tional cultural and educational cooperation.’ The quoted The Executive Board has 22 members, all of whom 
phrase was recommended by American consultants rep- represent their respective governments, and the United 
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States “has been represented continuously thereon.” The 
Secretariat “is a permanent staff appointed by the Direc- 
tor-General as chief administrative officer, who in turn 
is appointed by the General Conference on nomination of 
the Executive Board. The Secretary-General is now 
Luther Evans, a citizen of the United States, former 
Librarian of Congress. Headquarters are in Paris, 
France. Some 55 or so United States nationals work at 
Unesco headquarters, and about 15 to 20 with Unesco 
missions throughout the world.” 

The U. S. National Commission for Unesco is thus 
constituted : 

“Sixty representatives of non-governmental national 
organizations interested in educational, scientific and cul- 
tural matters. 

“Ten federal government representatives holding office 
under or employed by the United States Government. 

“Tifteen persons representative of the educational, 
scientific and cultural interests of state and local govern- 
ments. 

“Fifteen members at large.” 

The functions of the Commission are these: 

“(a) to advise the Government of the United States 
in matters relating to Unesco and in all matters referred 
to the Commission by the Secretary of State; 

“(b) to act in a consultative capacity with regard to 
the appointment of the United States delegates to the 
General Conferences of Unesco; 

“(c) to advise with the delegations of the United States 
to the General Conferences of Unesco with regard to the 
activities of the latter; 

“(d) to serve as an agency of liaison with organiza- 
tions, institutions and individuals in the United States 
which are interested in matters relating to the activities 
of Unesco or which are cooperating in these activities ; 

“(e) to promote an understanding of the general ob- 
jectives of Unesco on the part of the people of the United 
States.” 


The Los Angeles Affair 


The report goes directly to the heart of the contro- 
versy; the widely publicized attack on the Los Angeles 
school system for alleged use of “subversive”? Unesco ma- 
terials is reviewed at length. It was a melancholy but 
instructive affair. Says the report: ‘For the lack of 
public information and interpretation to counter public 
misinformation and misinterpretation, those who knew 
the facts bear responsibility, and the controversy was al- 
lowed to develop with comparatively few people correctly 
informed.” 

While the final result of the controversy was, in gen- 
eral, favorable to Unesco—a vindication of the school 
policy of including in the curriculum the study of inter- 
national affairs and the promotion of international under- 
standing—the struggle was long and bitter. The Legion 
Committee evidences its insight into educational problems 
in controversial fields by quoting at length from a report 
of a Los Angeles curriculum committee on the study of 
world affairs: 

“One of the primary purposes of our schools has al- 
ways been the building of effective, loval, American citi- 
zenship. The schools help pupils to become better citi- 
zens through understanding not only our own country 
but also the world about them. This memorandum per- 
tains to a relatively small but important segment of the 
total curriculum of the Los Angeles City schools. It 
should be understood clearly that our schools deal with 
world affairs in the same manner as they deal with the 


curriculum as a whole. It is not a separate subject or 
course but is related to pertinent phases of the curriculum. 
There is no espousing of a cause, no promotion of a 
biased point of view, no slanting of an instructional pro- 
gram towards some attitudes that are sought to be estab- 
lished through the processes of propaganda or otherwise. 
We take no position one way or another on the political 
implications involved. We teach about these subjects as we 
deal with many similar subjects in the day-to-day pro- 
gram of the schools. This segment of our curriculum is 
there because not to include it in 1952 would be a dis- 
service to the boys and girls in the schools. They have 
a right to a well-rounded education such as will fit them 
to deal intelligently with the day in which they do and 
will live.” 

The curriculum committee said further: 

“Some citizens and organizations have suggested that 
in teaching about the United Nations and Unesco and 
their activities our teachers might be advocating a world 
government in which we relinquish our national sover- 
eignty. Nothing could be further from the truth! Nor 
are we teaching that we should establish ‘one world’! 
Nor is there to be one history of the world which must 
supplant our usual history books everywhere, including 
Los Angeles. It cannot be emphasized too often that 
the schools are not in the business of torch-bearing or 
propagandizing for causes, The schools are in the busi- 
ness of dissemination of objective information and the 
development of intelligent understanding of facts and 
their significance. The personnel of the Los Angeles 
City schools are loyal American citizens who love their 
country intensively and understandingly. They expect 
the people of our community to have confidence in their 
loyalty, in their common sense, and in their ability to 
exercise competent professional judgment in dealing with 
the pros and cons of controversial issues.” 

The report points out that the Educational Policies 
Commission, an agency constituted by the National Edu- 
cation Association and the American Association of 
School Administrators, has given direct moral support 
to Unesco. Moreover, the N.E.A. itself has called for 
“support of the United Nations by schools and teachers 
as the organization recognized by our government to 
maintain security and peace”; and “cooperation by the 
schools with the international program of Unesco and 
affiliation with local Unesco Councils where they exist.” 


Charges Against Unesco 


Laboriously and patiently the Legion Committee plowed 
through the documents relevant to 23 charges. Some 
of the more important—or more revealing—of them will 
be noted here, together with the Committee’s comments. 


William Benton’s Address in 1946 


On September 23, 1946, William Benton—later, Sena- 
tor Benton—who was then Assistant Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, gave an address to the National 
Commission for Unesco in which he said, as charged: 

“We are at the beginning of a long process of breaking 
down the walls of national sovereignty . . . in this process 
Unesco can be—and indeed must be—the pioneer.” 

This seems to have started the fires of criticism which 
later developed into a fair-sized conflagration. The re- 
port handles the matter in impressive fashion: 

“The address speaks for itself. The portions quoted 
are correctly stated, but as we in our study find to be 
common, not in context... . The full sentence reads: 
‘We are at the beginning of a long process of breaking 
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down the walls of national sovereignty and of persuading 
the peoples of this world to study each other and to 
cooperate with each other.’ ... [Mr. Benton] spoke in a 
different day, and in a different atmosphere when there 
was hope in the world and confidence that nations might 
live in peace. The skepticism of this hour, the doubt of 
this day, the cynical acceptance of the inevitability of 
atomic war was not in his mind nor in the minds of any 
of us a decade past.” 

Here is a striking statement of what honest, con- 
textual reading requires. The text of the Benton ad- 
dress is appended to the report. 


Influence of Alger Hiss 


In reply to the charge that Alger Hiss was involved 
in the creation of Unesco the Committee tersely says: 
“We have found no evidence. Unesco was not in the 
Hiss orbit.” 


A Supranational Socialist State 


The charges that the National Commission for Unesco 
is engaged in a subversive conspiracy, is functioning as 
a propaganda machine, and “seeks ‘a socialized America 
in a World Commonwealth of Communist and Socialist 
states’ ” are branded as “complete distortions.” The report 
says further: “Not a single one of the 87 non-govern- 
mental organizations which have nominated members for 
the Commission has ever been listed as subversive. They 
are pre-eminent in their fields. The individuals, if ‘hand- 
picked,’ are likewise pre-eminent in their fields.” 


“World Government”; “World Citizenship” 


The committee found the charge that Unesco and 
the U. S. National Commission were out to establish a 
super-state utterly unfounded. The most interesting fea- 
ture of this portion of the report is the Committee’s treat- 
ment of a phrase in a National Commission resolution: “a 
community of all mankind.” Lest it be “misconstrued,” 
the Committee cites an article by none other than the 
present National Commander of the Legion in which he 
said: 

“.. . Washington expects, probably within the next 
ten years, that both the United States and Russia will 
have intercontinental missiles which can cross the Atlantic 
or Pacific in from 15 to 30 minutes, at speeds of four 
thousand miles an hour. Against such supersonic speeds, 
no jet interceptor could protect our country. Before this 
staggering prospect, the accustomed distinction between 
the foreign front and the home front becomes meaningless. 
Modern air speeds have telescoped the world into a single 
community. In that community there are no safety zones.” 

“Who among us,” the report continues, “will differ 
with the National Commander’s statement and who will 
disagree that in the sense he intends, this world has 
become one single community? Yet it would be utter 
nonsense to say that he referred to a single world com- 
munity in a political sense.” 


“Basic Charges” 


The report mentions three charges against Unesco 
as “basic”: (1) Favoring “world government”; (2) 
atheism; (3) communism and/or subversion. The first 
of these was noted above. Concerning the charge that 
Unesco is atheistic the report says: 

“To many of us it is regrettable that the name of God 
is not invoked in all the constitutions and charters or 
organizations to which the United States is a party. Many 
will regret that the name of God is nowhere mentioned 
in the Constitution of the United States. Some may 
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regret that the United States Constitution provides in the 
very first clause of the first amendment that ‘Congress 
shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the exercise thereof.’ Different peoples of 
different nations have gods different from the God most 
of us in America worship, but even in America people 
worship different gods, or no God at all. . . . Perhaps all 
the reasons which impelled the founding fathers, in draft- 
ing the greatest public document ever ‘struck off by the 
hand of man,’ our own Constitution, in their great 
wisdom to omit the name of God, may have been in the 
minds of those who drew the constitution of Unesco.” 


Notable Roman Catholic testimony is adduced. An 
impressive list of Catholic churchmen is followed by this 
statement : 

“Every person named in this list has been an active 
participant and is an ardent supporter of Unesco. Un- 
doubtedly there are those of Catholic faith and perhaps 
even of the Catholic clergy, as there may be those of every 
faith, including the clergy, who for one reason or another 
oppose Unesco. It is to be noted, however, that of the 
clergy and laymen and educators, Catholic, Protestant and 
Jew, who have been and are identified in any way with 
Unesco, none is a destructive critic, all are of one mind 
on the point that Unesco is not atheistic; that in its 
purposes it is in accord with their own religions.” 

Monsignor Frederick G. Hochwalt, chief executive 
officer of the National Catholic Education Association, 
is quoted, in part, as follows: 

“For my own part I have served as an American 
delegate to five international Unesco conferences. I have 
been member or chairman of many committees called by 
the United States National Commission for Unesco. I 
have written many words in explanation of its program 
and, quite frankly, I have been most interested in trying 
to see Unesco achieve its idealistic ends. It is true that 
Unesco does not mention God in its constitution, but the 
ideals set down are true to the goals of natural religion 
even though reference to the supernatural is not included. 
I am one of those people who believe that we should use 
the imperfect wherever we can to lead men to a knowledge 
and understanding of that which is perfect.” 

Referring to the journal, The Methodist Woman, the 
report says: “In the September, 1952, issue, Thelma 
Stevens, executive secretary of the Department of Chris- 
tian Social Relations and Local Church Activities, with 
Dorothy Weber and Margaret Bender, discusses the 
‘rising tide of attacks on the United Nations and its 
related agencies. We suggest that it is an article well 
worth reading, for it is a searching though brief analysis 
of such attacks, and in a broad sense an analysis of the 
leadership of the anti-UN, anti-Unesco ‘crusades.’ ” 

The closing sentences of the article are quoted: “ ‘It 
will prove particularly reassuring for church people to 
realize how closely this whole process has been watched 
over the years by the representatives of our churches. 
Church groups may well resolve to do a more intensive 
job of education, so that our people will not be misled by 
such appeals to fear in these days when we are facing 
increasing world responsibility.’ ” 

The charges of communist influence and subversion are 
dismissed as without any factual support. The Commit- 
tee’s investigators visited communist bookstores. “We had 
ample time,” the report says, “to browse around the 
shelves to see whether they had on hand the Unesco Series 
‘Towards World Understanding.’ They had not. The 
clerks had never heard of them. None of the stores had 


== 


Saturday, October 1, 1955 


on hand any publications pertaining to the United Nations 
and Unesco. The clerks said they never had.” 

As to the recent affiliation of the U.S.S.R. with Unesco 
the report notes that the last General Conference main- 
tained a strong position on human rights and treaty obli- 
gations in relation to Red China and the Soviet satellites. 
It adds, realistically, that serious issues must be expected 
to arise: “As long as Russia is a communist nation, cap- 
able of dominating a great part of the world’s land area, 
and the world’s population, it will never deviate, however 
it may appear to swerve, from its goal of world commu- 
nist conquest. It cannot, by the very nature of its tenets, 
do other.... 

“Sooner or later the Kremlin purpose will emerge, 
when, consistent with its past, it will seek to annul, neu- 
tralize and destroy. Of course, it will eventually, with its 
satellites, seek domination everywhere. Fortunately, there 
is a strong predominance of nations in Unesco which are 
not under communist rule or communist influence.” 


Sources of the Charges 


A highly significant feature of the report is in the trac- 
ing of the bulk of the charges to one source: “Running 
clearly through all the maze of charges and the volumes 
of testimony against Unesco, and as clearly through the 
mass of give-away material spread across the nation by 
various groups and individuals, is a thread that leads 
back to 876 Granite Street, Philadelphia, the office of the 
American Flag Committee and the home of its guiding 
genius, W. Henry MacFarland, Jr.” Here, the report 
states, is where the widely quoted document, “Letter 
No. 13,” embodying sharp criticisms of Unesco, originated. 
“With it, Mr. MacFarland has been able to mislead a 
great many Americans and some American Legionnaires.” 
After presenting relevant documentation, the Committee 
says: “This, then, is the sordid story of the beginning of 
the national hate campaign against Unesco—a campaign 
inspired perhaps less by hatred than by hope of personal 
aggrandizement—the campaign of Patrioteers for Profit.” 

This genealogy of the hate campaign is something for 
which the American people will stand permanently in- 
debted to the American Legion’s Committee. 


In Conclusion 


With an expression of respect and goodwill toward indi- 
viduals and organizations that have been greatly concerned 
over Unesco, the report says: “After 18 months of care- 
ful study and laborious research we find the evidence to 
be overwhelming that Unesco is none of the things these 
good people fear, nor is it any of the things that evil and 
malicious men and organizations charge. This is not to 
say that Unesco is above criticism, and that it has in every 
case done well and has always been right.” Indeed, the 
Committee emphatically disapproves certain publications 
which bear the Unesco imprint—the result, it appears, of 
a policy of giving publicity to things said at Unesco-spon- 
sored conferences. 

In the Conclusion of its report the Committee says: 

“We have been deeply disturbed by an intolerance and 
implacability of attitude that we have found all too preva- 
lent and which can serve no one well. 

“We counsel, if we may, against name-calling, against 
disparagement of men whose only crime is that they dif- 
fer with us, against organizations whose names are fair 
and whose fame is great, whose achievements are mag- 
nificent.” 

The final paragraphs reveal both social insight and 
intense religious devotion: 


“Grievous a blow as the collapse of Russian imperialism 
would be to the communist revolution, communism would 
not die, for it is an Idea, and for future generations of 
free men that Idea will remain a deadly danger. The Idea, 
the dialectical materialism of communism, must be met 
with an Idea of greater validity, the Idea of the Free 
Man deriving his individual rights from God. There can 
be no certainty now that the Idea of the Free Man will 
prevail, though it can never die as long as somewhere, 
even in some far place, one man still free in spirit and 
allegiance to God yet lives. 

“We of America and the American Legion have work 
to do. Let us be about our Master’s business.” 

F.E. J 


An Indian’s Plea for Missions 


An article addressed to Hindu friends who “find it 
very difficult to understand and appreciate the Christian’s 
sense that he is under an inescapable obligation to present 
to others his religious faith,” written by Professor C. P. 
Mathew, appears in National Christian Council Review, 
Mysore, India, November, 1954. Mr. Mathew, former 
principal of Union Christian College, is now a member 
of Parliament from Travancore and has lately represented 
his government at sessions of the United Nations As- 
sembly. 

Mr. Mathew tells about an interview with Mr, Gandhi. 
Would Indian Christians have full religious freedom in- 
cluding freedom for foreign missionaries, if there were 
a nationalist government? Mr. Gandhi answered in part: 
“Such influence as I might possess will be used against 
legislative hindrance in the way of bona fide evangelists.” 

Mr. Mathew states that the disciples of Jesus Christ 
“have considered it to be their duty and privilege to pro- 
claim to others the Christian message.” He believes that 
“for the Christian the proclamation of his faith is even 
more important than worship in church buildings.” The 
word “Gospel” means “good news,” and this must be 
preached. “Saivation is not to be the privilege of a few; 
it is meant for all who by penitence and faith avail them- 
selves of it.” 

“Tt is not for Christians to sit in judgment over others. 
God alone can judge rightly and justly.” To the state- 
ment that Christian evangelists “can propagate their 
religion but should not convert people,” Mr. Mathew an- 
swered that this is like saying: “You can argue, but not 
convince. . . .” 

Considering the foreign missionary, Mr. Mathew notes 
that Hindus go on missions to other lands. The Hindu 
missionaries are generally “not harassed or frowned upon 
in those countries of the West.” “Can we adopt a less 
generous attitude to the missionaries who come to our land 
from other countries?” 

“The Christian church is supranational.” Recognition 
of this fact does not mean that India should for all time 
have “large numbers of foreign Christian missionaries. 
...” It is accepted policy that Indian Christians should 
assume increasing responsibility for the affairs of their 
churches. 

“This is our plea to Hindu friends to understand what 
the reason is for our unfaltering purpose as Christians in 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We seek that men 
and women everywhere should know His love for them 
as for all people. We do not wish to allow anything in 
ourselves to stand in the way of His love and truth being 
made known. Our desire is that this should be under- 
stood and accepted as an inherent part of our religious 
faith and practice.” 
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